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	 Creative Writing
Write your own version using the beginning of the story.
You should write about 220 - 250 words.


                                                Time: 45 min
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8. Smirnoff even spent hours and hours writing letters ‘
to The Pravda.

9. He knew that as a single, young man he would not
be taken seriously so he often gave false identities.

10. Several of these letters were not published, which
encouraged him to continue his aspiration of
becoming a recognised author.

Task 5. Write one word in each gap. [ILLNESSES]

1. I remember going to the British
Museum one day to read up the ... for |T| | |A| | | |NI |
some slight ailment of which I had a
touch — hay fever, I fancy it was.

2. I got down the book, and read all
I came to read; and then, in an
unthinking moment, I idly turned the
leaves, and began to indolently study
..., generally. |D| l | | ISI |S|

3. I forget which was the first distemper
I plunged into — some fearful,
devastating scourge, I know — and, Ta
before I had glanced half down the list
of “premonitory ...,” it was borne in LS [ | | ] T | |M| |
upon me that I had fairly got it.

4. I sat for awhile, frozen with horror;
and then, in the listlessness of ..., [p] Is |
I again turned over the pages.

5. I came to typhoid ... and discovered ..E. ‘

that I had it, must have had it for

months without knowing it — wondered :
what else I had got; turned up St. ¢ |
Vitus’s Dance — found, as I expected, 1
that I had that too, — began to get

interested in my case, and determined

to sift it to the bottom, and so started

alphabetically.
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Task 7. Match the beginnings and endings of the sentences.

[JOHN LENNON]

. You may say I’'m a dreamer,

. The more I see,

. Reality leaves a lot
It’s weird

. Life is what happens

. God is a concept

. Art is only a way

. Part of me suspects that
I’'m a loser,

DOV OUIAWN -

—_

i A. the less I know for sure.
. Count your age by friends, : B
: G

not to be weird.

. while you are busy making

other plans.

D. but I'm not the only one.
i E. as everything else.
. Everything is as important i F
i G
H
1

to the imagination.

. of expressing pain.
. not years.
. and the other part of me thinks

I'm God Almighty.

. by which we measure our pain.

Task 8. Match the two columns. [ DISHES ]

. Swedish

. Worcestershire
. London

. French

. Buffalo

. Baked

. California
Chicken
Turkish
Yorkshire

OO g0 UL WM -

k,

—rEOmmYUO®Ep

. broil

. sauce

. wings

. meatballs

Kiev

. Alaska

delight
toast
roll
pudding

Task 9. Write one word in each gap. [JOKES]

1. When your only tool is a ..., all
problems start looking like nails.

2. 99 percent of lawyers give the ...
a bad name.

[T W[ TT]
[Ie[ T[]

3. Support bacteria — they’re the only ... [_|U| ] | | I |

some people have.

4. T use
Ilos

5. The
that

6. Dol
pape
7. A lof

onio
an..

8. I...7

9. I'm
pret

10. I am
Iam

Task 10.

l7

el
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Task 3. Read the text and decide whether the statements (1-10) are
True (A), False (B) or Not stated (C).

The Twelve Chairs is a classic satirical novel by the Odessan Soviet
authors I1f and Petrov, released in 1928. Its main character Ostap Bender
reappears in the book’s sequel The Little Golden Calf.

Plot

In the Soviet Union in 1927, a former member of the nobility, Ippolit
Matveyevich Vorobyaninov, works as a marriage and death registrator
in a sleepy provincial town. His mother-in-law Claudia Ivanovna reveals
on her deathbed that her family jewelry had been hidden from the
Bolsheviks in one of the twelve chairs from the family’s dining room
set. Those chairs, along with all other personal property, had been taken
away by the authorities after the Russian Revolution. Vorobyaninov
becomes a treasure hunter, and after the con artist Ostap Bender forces
Kisa (“Pussycat”, Vorobyaninov’s childhood nickname) to partner with
him, they set off to track down the chairs. Bender’s street smarts and
charm soon turn out to be invaluable to the reticent Kisa, and Bender
soon comes to dominate the enterprise.

The adventurers find the chair set which is put up for auction in
Moscow, but fail to buy it and afterwards find out that the set has been
split up and sold individually. They go on to track down the chairs
all over Russia, with numerous escapades along the way: surviving
in a students dormitory with plywood walls, posing as bill painters
on a riverboat to earn passage, bamboozling a village chess club with
promises of an international tournament, traipsing in the mountains of
Georgia and so on. Ostap shows himself unflappable and an expert on
human nature throughout, while Vorobyaninov, clinging to the tatters
of his “entitlement,” steadily deteriorates.

As they find and cannibalize the chairs one by one, the two finally
discover the location of the 12th and last chair that they hope would
contain the treasure. To avoid splitting the loot, Vorobyaninov murders
Ostap. He then discovers that the jewels have already been found and
spent on erecting the very building the chair was found in — a vast
recreation center, open to the public for free, a symbol of the new
society. Losing all his hopes of possession, Vorobyaninov goes insane.

STATEMENTS

1. Ostap Bender is from Odessa.
2. The quiet life of Ippolit Matveyevich is rocked after
the death of his mother-in-law Claudia Ivanovna.
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